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T&CVA Committee Meeting 

Saturday January 26th 2013, 12h00-14h30  

Brightwell Vineyard, Wallingford 

 

Attendees: Peter Dart, Bob Nielsen, Denise Santilli, Sian Liwicki, Patricia Stefanowicz, 

Margaret McVey-Dymond 

Apologies: Andy Creighton, Phil Rossi, Nigel Smith, Lin & Michael Gilbey 

 

1. T&CVA Finances 

 £2800 in the T&CVA accounts 

 E-banking to commence soon 

 2013 membership subscription fee requests will be sent out to T&CVA members 

soon: T&CVA membership is £10 p.a., UKVA membership fee is £38.50 p.a., 

Hectarage levy is £6.88 per tenth of a hectare up to a maximum of 7 hectares. 

 

2. 2012 Harvest & UKVA subscriptions 

 It was generally acknowledged that 2012 had been an extremely bad harvest for all 

vineyards in the T&CVA, and indeed in the UK, because of poor fruit set due to wet 

weather. This has placed many vineyards in a difficult position with regard to wine 

stocks. 

 It was discussed whether the T&CVA or UKVA reserves could be used to offset the 

hectarage levy faced by some of the bigger vineyards in the light of the poor harvest 

in 2012. It was felt that the T&CVA reserves were too small to accommodate this. 

Although the UKVA reserves are considerably larger, it was felt that there would be 

national objections to using the reserves for such a subsidy. 

 Instead, the T&CVA committee members present would like our UKVA 

representative (Bob Nielsen) to propose a review of the UKVA membership fee 

structure to the UKVA at a future council meeting. The proposal would be to have 

several levels of fees to reflect the different types of members we have - for example: 

o Social membership fee (for members without vineyards) 

o Basic membership fee (for members with vineyards to cover costs of Green 

Book and technical advisory time) 

o The hectarage levy cut-off point should be reviewed. Currently, medium sized 

vineyards (7 hectares) pay the same levy as much larger vineyards (e.g 70 

hectares) but do not get a proportionally weighted vote at the AGM which is 

based on total hectarage, not the fee paid. This was felt to undermine the 

voting power of these vineyards. 

 Action: Bob Nielsen to put together appropriate wording for amended fee 

structure proposal 

 The UKVA AGM on 30th January will vote on the proposed £10,000 payment from 

UKVA reserves to support the International Cold Climate Wine Symposium (ICCWS) 

to be held in Brighton in 2016. The T&CVA committee members present at today’s 

meeting unanimously object to the UKVA spending £10,000 of membership money 

on this largely academic symposium since they believe that the money would be put 

to much better use either supporting the UKVA secretariat or a National commercial 

event such as London International Wine Fair instead. The committee asked the 
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T&CVA representative at the UKVA (Bob Nielsen) to voice this objection at the UKVA 

AGM on 30th January. If, however, the proposal is voted through at the AGM, Bob will 

propose an amendment to the wording to ensure that each organisation that finances 

the ICCWS is given control and accountability over the event proportional to the 

investment made by that organisation. This will at least allow the UKVA to ensure 

that their £10,000 is spent according to member’s wishes. 

 Action: Denise to e-mail all members ahead of UKVA AGM to ask for votes in 

support of this proposal, that Bob can take to the AGM as our representative. 

 

3. English Wine Festival 2013 

 The Committee would very much like to hold this festival again in 2013 since it was 

such a success in 2011, however, they acknowledged the views of several other 

members that many vineyards would be very low on wine stocks and may not be 

able to participate. Stanlake & Brightwell would have sufficient stocks. We could also 

approach vineyards outside of the T&CVA to see if they wished to participate. If the 

numbers of participating vineyards were too few, then it was suggested that we could 

approach some local brewers to participate as well (Binghams, Rebellion, Lodden, 

Old Luxters, Chiltern). 

 Stanlake Park would be willing to host in 2013. Brightwell would aim to host in 2014. 

 Provisional dates for 2013 English Wine Festival: Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st July. 

 Action: Denise to poll members to find out how many T&CVA members would 

participate and views of involving non-T&CVA vineyards & breweries. 

 

4. Other T&CVA activities in 2013 

 AGM & T&CVA Wine Challenge: it was considered the best use of time to hold these 

on the same day again. Since we don’t need to coordinate the timing of the 

Challenge with the UKVA Wine Challenge in 2013, we can set our own date. The 

agreed date was: Saturday 15th June 2013 at Brightwell Vineyard (Winery 

Building). The T&CVA Wine Challenge will be held in the morning (approx 10am 

onwards) and the AGM will be held from 1.00pm to 2.30pm followed by buffet 

lunch, tasting of the wines from the challenge and awards ceremony. It was 

acknowledged that there would be fewer wines from 2012 harvest entered, but wines 

from previous years could be re-entered (but the same vintage would not be eligible 

to win the same trophy as previous years) 

 Patricia Stefanowicz has generously purchased a solid silver salver – The 

Stefanowicz Salver – for the best still rose wine in the T&CVA Wine Challenge. Many 

thanks to Patricia for this generous gift. 

 Action: Denise to inform members of the date & times. Denise to amend the 

entry forms for the Challenge to ensure that previous winners are identified 

(after unblinding of samples) so that the same Trophy cannot be won by the 

same vintage wine in successive years. 

 Local Food & Wine events: individual members and the T&CVA are often 

approached to exhibit at these events. Past experience has shown that participating, 

either as an individual vineyard or as the T&CVA incurs too much cost (both in terms 

of money & effort) for the sales gain produced. Stanlake Park has found that running 

an event from the cellar door such as “Rose Revival” or “Champagne Challenge” is a 
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much better use of time and results in far greater sales. If other T&CVA producers 

wish to join in with such local activities, then they should contact the relevant 

vineyard to see if this is a workable solution. 

 

5. Vintner’s Hall, London. Reception & Dinner, February 13th 2013 

 This event has been organised by the UKVA Council. The Vintners Company have 

generously offered to host and pay for this event which aims to celebrate the success 

of the English & Welsh Wine Industry. Invitees will be supporters and advocates of 

the Industry including the President of the UKVA, HRH The Duchess of Cornwall. 

Each Regional Association has been awarded 4 places at the event and these 

attendees will be there in a professional capacity to promote the English & Welsh 

Wine Brand. The T&CVA attendees will be: Peter Dart (Chair), Bob Nielsen (Vice-

Chair), Patricia Stefanowicz (Technical Advisor & MW), Denise Santilli (Secretary). 

We aim to represent our T&CVA members as best we can and at the same time see 

if we can identify people who could come  and present to T&CVA members at future 

events. 

 

6. Any other issues to raise at UKVA AGM on 30th January. 

 No other issues apart from those previously addressed were identified. 

 One member has expressed an interest in sharing the bulk purchase of sundries and 

chemicals to reduce costs. Pesticide & chemical safe handling procedures prevent 

certain types of sharing, but sundries could possibly be purchased as a shared 

venture. Bob Nielsen expressed a keen interest in putting together a price 

comparison chart for all vineyard supplies & consumables which he will do in time for 

the T&VA AGM in June. At this meeting, we can then invite member comments on 

how best to benefit from such a  resource.  

 Action: Bob Nielsen before June 15th 2013. 

 Advertising revenue from organisations with a link to the T&CVA website: Vigo have 

expressed an interest in paying us an advertising fee to link to their website. Denise 

to approach all the other organisations linking to our website to see if they wish to do 

the same. 

 Action: Denise Santilli before end of March 2013. 

 T&CVA Annual Wine Challenge certificates from 2011 & 2012 to be printed & 

distributed to members by end of March 2013. 

 Action: Denise Santilli before end of March 2013. 

 

 


